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PWD Conducts Dove Shot Effectiveness Tests 
While Texas hunters were 

dusting off shotguns and stocking 
up on ammunition in advance of 
the Sept. 1 dove season opener in 
most of Texas, a research team 
was out two days prior to the 
season collecting bird specimens 
for a research study on the ef- 
fectiveness of various shot shells, 
including non-lead shot. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife De- 
partment wildlife biologists are 
in the first year of a multi-year 
study to determine the effective- 
ness of different load types on wild 
mourning doves using trained ob- 
servers and volunteer shooters. 

This study is the first of its kind 
for doves and is based on a similar 
lethality research project in Mis- 
souri and Louisiana on waterfowl 
in the 1980s. 

"The main premise of this 
research is to clarify if there is 
a difference between percep- 
tion and reality in wounding 
rates and killing efficiency 
of lead shot and non lead 
shot on mourning dove," 
said Jay Roberson, 
TPWD dove program 
leader and the study 
organizer. 

"TPWD does not 
have a position for or 
against non-lead shot 
for doves, but we rec- 
ognize the importance 
of this issue. 

"Our objective is to 
replace perceptions with 
facts." 

The study design calls 
for three consecutive ses-     ^ 
sions using the same shooters 
paired with the same observers 
to ensure consistency across 
three types of shot shell loads. 

The research objective is to 
obtain under a controlled study 
environment 500 mourning dove 
specimens killed with one shot 
in each of the next two to three 
years. 

Collections are being con- 
ducted by permit from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

This year, 22 volunteer shoot- 
ers participated in each of two 
collection sessions on Aug. 30 and 
produced about 400 specimens. 

However, due to questions 
raised Aug. 30 about the depart- 
ment's decision to conduct col- 
lection efforts prior to the Sept. 1 
dove season opener, TPWD sus- 
pended collection for Aug. 31. 

The department received 
complaints those activities would 
negatively impact hunter opportu- 
nity on adjacent property. 

Collection efforts resumed on 
Sept. 1, and the goal of 500 total 
specimens was reached. 

Timing for the collection was 
critical to achieve the study objec- 
tives in an effective and efficient 
manner. 

Aug. 30 and 31 were chosen for 
collections because of the need 
for typical representative feeding 
field shooting conditions and col- 
lecting efficiency. 

"We needed the confluence 
of lots of doves with adequate 
number of shooters," explained 
Roberson. 

According to Roberson, during 

last year's pilotphase of the study, 
dove specimen collection for the 
research project took place on 
opening weekend of the hunting 
season, Sat., Sept. 1, and Sun., 
Sept. 2. 

This year Sept. 1 fell on a Mon- 
day, so Aug. 30 and 31 were chosen 
for collections because of the need 
for typical representative feeding 
field shooting conditions and col- 
lecting efficiency. 

If the collection was delayed 
until opening day this year, proj- 
ect organizers foresaw several 
potential problems that would 
jeopardize the study's validity. 

"We could have spread the col- 
lection effort over several week- 
ends duringthe season," Roberson 
said. 
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"Using results from last year's 
pilot, it would have required a 
minimum of five to six weekend 
efforts, which meant travel costs 
and weekend commitments from 
24 trained observers. 

"We also saw a problem get- 
ting 24 volunteer shooters to 
travel at their own expense to 
Central Texas to participate in 
a multi-day collection over the 
course of several weekends," he 
added. 

"It would be unrealistic for 
us to expect the same group 
of volunteers and observers to 
commit to that kind of protracted 
schedule." 

And there were other impor- 
tant reasons researchers con- 
cluded the collection needed to 
occur before opening day. 

They needed to collect doves 
that had not previously been 
struck and carrying pellets from 
other shot types. 

Waiting until after the opener 
would have risked collecting 
doves that had been hit, but not 
killed, by hunters that were not 
part of the research effort. 

Researchers also needed to 
most nearly estimate the wound- 
ing rates and killing efficiencies of 
Texas-produced doves that would 
occur on an opening weekend 
when the majority of doves are 
harvested. 

Researchers were concerned 

about a perception that dove 
collection for the project might 
reduce hunting opportunity on 
adjacent property. 

For this reason, the research 
contract specified that the test be 
conducted as far away as possible 
from adjacent landowners, who 
were notified in advance and gave 
informed consent. 

"Our intent was never to re- 
duce hunting opportunity on 
adjacent landowner property," 
said Scott Boruff, TPWD deputy 
director of operations. 

"We understand the percep- 
tion that our collection effort may 
have been poorly timed. 

"We are listening to concerns 
and will factor them into future 
decisions regarding our research 
processes." 

It's worth noting that these 
research project collections 

are very small in relation 
to total harvest, hunters 

and land area hunted 
annually in Texas. 

There are about 
5 million doves tak- 
en in Texas each 
year. 

There are 
nearly 600,000 
acres in Brown 
County. 

The research 
project contract 
was limited to 550 

acres for Aug. 30 
and 31 and carried 

out in an 80-acre pas- 
ture. 

Tom Stephenson, 
a Dallas-based outfitter, 

was awarded the contract 
with a winning bid of $32,390. 
For his role, Stephenson was 

required to provide fields, facili- 
ties and associated services. 

In particular, Stephenson 
had to provide at least five fields 
totaling 400 acres during Aug. 24 
through 29 for training observ- 
ers. 

In addition, Stephenson was 
required to provide a minimum 
of 150 acres well-populated with 
mourning doves providing a high 
probability that 24 volunteer 
shooters will accumulate at least 
300, one-shot killed specimens 
over six separate morning and 
afternoon shooting sessions on 
Aug. 30-31. 

Stephenson also provided on 
site lodging and facilities and 
resources for observers and sup- 
port staff throughout the training 
phase. 

Stephenson was also respon- 
sible for recruiting 24 volunteer 
shooters representing a diverse 
demographic. 

There was no stipulation in the 
contract prohibiting Stephenson 
from assessing a fee to ensure or 
enhance participation. 

Tom Roster, an international 
ballistics consultant and recog- 
nized as the world's foremost 
authority on migratory game 
bird wounding mortality and shot 
shell performance, trained and 
certified 22 observers during that 
six-day period. 

Roster serves as a consultant 
with the Cooperative North Amer- 
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ican Shot gunning Education 
Program (CONSEP), whose lab 
will handle X-ray and necropsies 
on the dove specimens collecting 
during the study. 

CONSEP has been paid $35,000 
for necropsies and x-rays of 100 
carcasses collected during the 
pilot phase last year and $5,295 for 
tests of anomalous wad opening 
on patterns. 

They will be paid an additional 
$15,000 this year for training of 
observers. 

"This is the first year in a 
multi-year study," said Boruff. 

"Texas has the largest contin- 
gent of dove hunters in the nation 
and this scientific information will 
be invaluable in the future when 
our leadership is faced with mak- 
ing decisions about dove manage- 
ment." 

TPWD is conducting a number 
of studies related to dove hunting 
in addition to the shot lethality 
research. 

These studies are ongoing and 
no conclusions are anticipated in 
the near future. 

In addition to the dove shot 
lethality study, research efforts 
include: 

--A lead toxicity prevalence 
study to identify the proportion 
of doves with toxic levels of lead 
in bone and tissues across the 
state. 

-A dove banding and recov- 
ery study to provide estimates 
of survival rates before and after 
implementation on non-lead shot 
in experimental areas. 

-A human dimensions study 
to gauge dove hunter attitudes 
toward non-lead shot. 

No proposal for hunting regu- 
lation rule change regarding the 
use of different types of shot for 
mourning dove is anticipated in 
the near future. 

Any TPWD proposals for rule 
making will be based upon good 
science with ample opportunity 
and time for public review and 
comment, said Roberson. 

"It will probably be several 
years before we have sufficient 
information to provide answers to 
questions agency leadership and 
stakeholders may ask regarding 
dove shot effectiveness," Rober- 
son said. 
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Q. My baby has a fever and a touch of diarrhea. 
Is that because he's teething? 

A. Some pediatricians don't buy into the idea that 
these symptoms are related to teething, but others see 
a connection. The usual scenario is that a parent will 

bring in an irritable 6-month old with a low-grade 
fever (less than 100.5°) and some mild diarrhea. The 
child is also drooling and chewing on his fingers or 

anything else near his mouth. An exam doesn't show 
any problem, and the parent is sent home with 

instructions for managing the fever. Then, two or 
three days later, a new tooth appears-and soon after 

that the fever and diarrhea disappear. 
A good rule of thumb is that whatever problem you 
think is due to teething should pass with treatment 

within 24 hours. If it doesn't, your baby may actually 
be sick with something else and should be seen by 

his pediatrician. 
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SEALY DENTAL CENTER 
Wesley Zboril, D.D.S. 
226 4th Street • Sealy, Texas 
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Se Habla Espanol 
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The 9th Annual MAY.C. * - 
Mike V. Duarte Memorial Scholarship 

"Mexican American Youth Council 

4 Flayer Scramble Coif Tournament 
Saturday, September 27,2008 

1 pi. Shotgun Start - Eagle Lake Golf Course 

Entry Fee: $200.00 per team 
Includes Lunch, one Mulligan/per player. 

Buick Open Modified Handicapping System will be used. 

$5000 Hole in One Prize 
Be a Hole Sponsor! A bargain at only -$75.00 

For more information contact: 
Daniel Contreras (979) 5417744, Ruben Salinas (281) 470-1257, Michael Duarte (979) 234-2630 

Prizes:   1st, 2nd, & 3rd Place, Longest Drive & Closest to the Pin 
Cart Rent: At player's expense (limited carts available call to reserve carts early 979-234-5981.) 

Carts needed: 
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